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00-198
For Immediate Release:
EIU TO HONOR SIX FOR POST-GRAD ACCOMPLISHMENTS

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University, along with the EIU Alumni Association, will
honor six of its alumni for outstanding accomplishments as part of Homecoming activities
happening around campus within the coming week.
Four alumni - Robert Jachino '59, Lyle Jensen '70, Rep. Joe Knollenberg '55 and

Karen Meyer '76- each will be honored with a Distinguished Alumnus Award, presented to
individuals who have distinguished themselves in either academic or literary fields, business,
public service and/or service to the university and who, through their accomplishments and
service, have brought prestige to their alma mater.

Dennis Spice '78 will receive an Alumni Service Award, given to those alumni who have
repeatedly displayed outstanding voluntary service to Eastern, while Susan Gerling '95 will be
honored as the Outstanding Young Alumnus, an award presented to alumni who, within five
years of graduation with a bachelor's degree, have excelled in their careers and/or public
service.
-more-
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Award winners will be recognized during Eastern's Homecoming parade, beginning at
9:30a.m. Saturday, Oct. 7; during halftime of the EIU Panthers/Tennessee State Tigers football
game (1 :30 p.m.); and during the annual EIU Homecoming dinner/dance later in the evening.

Robert Jachino '59, a life member of the EIU Alumni Association, has enjoyed an
outstanding career in the publishing information industry. As chief executive officer of the
Information and Publishing Group of The Thomson Corp., he was responsible for 22,000
employees in 107 units worldwide with annual revenues in excess of $2 billion. In addition to
numerous newspapers and magazines, the firm published various electronic databases in law,
tax, financial services and medicine.
Jachino also served as CEO of the following publishing firms during his distinguished
career: Pitman; Auerbach; Bowmar; and Warren, Gorham & Lamont. Upon leaving the
publishing sector and prior to retiring from Thomson, Jachino also served as CEO of
Markborough Development.
A native of Nokomis, Jachino majored in history while a student at Eastern. He currently
resides in Greenwich, Conn., with his wife, Elaine. They are the parents of two sons- Peter of
Stamford and Christopher (wife, Laura) of Darien.

Lyle Jensen '70, a professor of education at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, Ohio,
served three years as a Peace Corps volunteer in the Republic of Korea before completing his
master of arts degree in English literature at Eastern in 1970. He earlier received a bachelor's
degree from McKendree College in Lebanon, Ill., and has received his doctorate at the State
University of New York at Buffalo.
He has received numerous awards, including a Fulbright Grant to the University of
Saigon, two Fulbright Exchange Grants to England and Scotland and the President's Award
from the National Middle School Association for an alternative work study program he initiated
to accommodate potential dropouts and students at risk.
Known in New York State for personally assisting f!lOre than 1,200 adults achieve their
-more-
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GED diplomas, Jensen was invited to assist with designing the writing assessment component
of the NYS GED Examination. He has been recognized for an inner-city community schools
program he established, with a focus on multicultural sensitivity; has authored numerous
publications relating to family literacy and high school drop-out prevention strategies; and is a
frequent presenter at national educational conferences.
Jensen's efforts to connect college students with non-literate adults in the greater
community was featured in USA Today and nationally reviewed by syndicated journalist, Paul
Harvey. And he has collaborated to design The Kids and College Connection, a successful
partnership resulting in fourth-graders achieving significantly higher State Proficiency Test
scores as a result of preservice teacher mentoring.
Having already had extensive international experiences in Thailand, Korea and China,
Jensen is currently researching educational practices in Vietnam. He plans to visit Saigon and
Hanoi in December to interview educators familiar with Western influences on the school
curriculum.
Distinguished Alumnus Rep. Joe Knollenberg '55 serves as the United States
Representative from Michigan's 11th Congressional District. Currently serving in his fourth term,
Knollenberg has earned the reputation of being a fiscal conservative, an ardent tax cutter and a
strong advocate for policies that strengthen the country's economy and national defense.
A member of the House Appropriations Committee, Knollenberg recently was appointed
by the Republican leadership in the House to serve as the Appropriations Committee's liaison to
the Budget Committee. He also is a member of the House Ethics Committee and the
Republican Policy Committee.
A successful small businessman before being elected to Congress, Knollenberg's
efforts to promote economic growth and free trade have been commended by several
prominent business organizations, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National
Association of Manufacturers and the National Federation of Independent Businesses.
-more--
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Knollenberg, who received his bachelor of science in technology education from
Eastern, resides with his wife, Sandie, in Bloomfield Township, Mich. Their two sons, Marty
(wife, Sara) and Steve, live in Birmingham.
Distinguished Alumna Karen Meyer '76 has both a personal and professional interest in
issues pertaining to people with disabilities. In addition to owning her own consulting firm,
Karen L. Meyer and Associates, she serves as director of the Office of Students with Disabilities
at De Paul University and as a contributing editor at ABC7-WLS-TV (Chicago). She is the
nation's first television news reporter with a disability to produce and report weekly on issues
pertaining to people with disabilities, and has had feature spots on "Good Morning America,"
'Working Women" and "Deaf Mosaic."
Meyer, who is "profoundly deaf," was appointed vice chairperson of the President's
Committee on Employment for People with Disabilities by President Bill Clinton in 1994.
Previously, she served as executive director of the National Center for Access Unlimited, a
consulting firm which assists corporate America in understanding how to change the workplace
to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
She also served as the deputy chief of the Disabled Persons Advocacy Division in the
Illinois Attorney General's Office, and has worked for the City of Chicago's Department of
Health as coordinator of health education for disabled persons.
Meyer continues to be an active speaker for the various organizations she represents,
and has worked to enact legislation to better the fives, homes and jobs of both the homeless
and the disabled.
Having received her bachelor of science degree in home economics (family and
consumer sciences), Meyer attended Loyola University in Chicago for her master's degree.
She and her husband, Michael Nev, reside in Chicago.
Alumni Service Award recipient Dennis Spice '78, '85, who graduated from Eastern
with both a Board of Governors bachelor of arts degree aQd his master of business
-more-
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administration degree, has served on the EIU Foundation, the EIU Alumni Association's Board
of Directors and six years on Eastern's School of Business' Advisory Board. He currently
serves on Eastern's School of Technology Advisory Board.
He is a founding partner and a managing member in Open Prairie Ventures, a venture
capital fund that focuses on start-up high technology companies in the Midwest. He also is
chairman and CEO of Institutional Advisors, Ltd., an international private investment banking
and consulting firm that he began in 1995.
Spice and his wife, Linda, reside in Champaign with daughters Kristie and Danielle. He
is the son of Don Spice and Lorene Spice, both of Rochester, Ind.
Outstanding Young Alumna Susan Gerling received her bachelor of science degree in
economics from Eastern in 1995, before going on to graduate from the Washington University
School of Law in 1999 (with a class rank of seven out of 206).
She was inducted into the Order of the Coif, served as an associate editor of the
Washington University Journal of Urban and Contemporary Law, published two articles in her
professional journal and received a Scholar in Law Award. Currently she is an attorney with
Thompson Coburn LLP in St. Louis, specializing in product liability and trust litigation.
Gerling is the daughter of Max and Petra Gerling of Charleston, and sister to Danny and
Bobby Gerling of Charleston and Andreas Gerling of Oakland, Calif.
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